Churchill County Mosquito Vector and Noxious Weed Abatement District

Board of Trustees

Churchill County, Nevada

310 North Broadway Street
Fallon, NV 89406

Meeting Date April 12, 2018

AGENDA

1. Call to Order: Vice Chairman, Michael Spencer called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
Present were the following:

2018 – 2019

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Trustee, Sheldon Chipp

Trustee, Marion Jonte, Jr.

Trustee, Jay Lingenfelter.

Vice Chairman, Michael Spencer
District Manager, Nancy Upham   
Assistant Manager, Quinn Nuffer 
District Civil Attorney, Benjamin Shawcroft 

Secretary, Judy Vannoy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 Public Present:  Phil Herring; James Cork; Fallon Merbs; Tom Riggins; Toni Wisdom; Sandy Weishaupt; Bob Lang; and Cheryl Rice.
2. Pledge of Allegiance: All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Public Comments:  None. 
4. Review and Adoption of Agenda.  District Manager, Nancy Upham, stated that the Agenda was posted according to NRS Statutes.  Trustee Sheldon Chipp made a motion that the Agenda be adopted as is; Trustee Marion Jonte seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
5. Discussion and Approval of Minutes for March 8, 2018 Open Session Board Meeting.  
1. Trustee Marion Jonte made a motion to approve the March 8, 2018 Open Session Board Meeting Minutes. Trustee Sheldon Chipp seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.
6. Certificate of Posting.  District Manager, Nancy Upham stated that the posting was done according to NRS Statutes.

7. Correspondence. 
1. Mar. 6, 2018:  Request for confirmation of District Tax Rate for 2018.

Correspondence to Erik Rowley, was mailed by District Manager Nancy Upham confirming the 

District’s tax rate.  Due to the unavailable option to increase our tax rate with the other Churchill County entities, it was decided at the February 2018 Board Meeting to keep it at 0.08.
2. Mar. 12, 2018:  Department of Agriculture transition information between RUP Certificates that District Employees maintain and the new transition to Government licenses.  
District Manager Nancy Upham explained that this correspondence clarifies the difference between RUP Certificates and an Agency Government License Application.  Staff who hold a RUP Certificate, from March through May, can exchange their RUP Certificate for a Government License.  However, if a RUP Certificate has expired, it cannot be exchanged for the Government License. Application forms were provided, both an Agency Form and an Individual Form, together with procedures for making application. This information was previously shared with staff.
3. Mar. 16, 2018: Settlement with Local Operating Engineers No. 3.
A copy of the Grievance Settlement, RE: Article 23 of the CBA, December 2016 temporary lay-off of employees, was distributed in the Board Packets.  A training program for the staff will be designed instructing them in how to apply pre-emergent herbicides.  The curriculum will be prepared by Management prior to December 31, 2018.  District employees will be able to participate in the program during the winter season 2018-2019.
4. Mar. 20, 2018: Temporary Use Permit for 2651 Lovelock Highway – Terminated.
The special use permit for the District-owned property located at 2651 Lovelock Highway is now null and void per notification of March 20, 2018 from Churchill County Planning (Document #465926).
5.  Mar. 26, 2018: Proforma Ad Valorem Revenue Projections.
District Manager Nancy Upham provided a 3-page copy of the FY 2018-19 Proforma Ad Valorem Projections Property Tax Abatement Summary for this meeting, and briefly explained portions of the summary.
8. Appointments.  Ms. Cheryl Rice
Ms. Cheryl Rice was invited to speak regarding her experience with contracting West Nile virus last year (2017.)  She shared some personal history as to how the virus impacted her health to the extent of being bedridden for eight (8) weeks.  When her physician directed her to be tested for West Nile Virus, it was determined that she was 3-4 weeks into having the virus.  There is currently no known treatment plan available for this disease. Ms. Rice described the virus as a horrible experience.  Exposure was due to her finding a dead bird in a bucket of water on her property.  She lives within Fallon City limits; however, District Manager, Nancy Upham, contacted Cheryl Rice when she became aware of Ms. Rice’s experience with contracting the virus.  Ms. Rice has done a lot of individual research relative to the West Nile Virus; consequently, she would like to have an opportunity to share her experience with others.  She acknowledged that the District was an immense help to her, and she was pleased that Nancy Upham contacted her when the District learned of Cheryl’s exposure.   The District set up Mosquito Traps on her property and monitored them accordingly.  
Nancy mentioned that it could be of value if Ms. Rice would like to attend a Churchill County Public Health meeting and talk with Dr. Ted McDonald, Chairman of the Board of Health. The meeting dates are noted on Churchill County’s website.  An invitation was extended to Cheryl Rice to attend the New Building Open House, later this year, to visit with public guests.  Vice Chairman Michael Spencer thanked Ms. Rice for coming to tonight’s meeting and for sharing her experience with the Board. 
9.  Old Business.
1. Discussion and possible action regarding the District Manager’s merit increase after last month’s evaluation review.

District Manager Nancy Upham stated that no forward action could be taken tonight on the merit increase, as it came to her attention that she is at the top of the Churchill County Pay Scale (Step 13 of Grade 64.)  An adjustment would need to take place with the County Pay Scale before the Board can address the District Manager’s merit increase. A copy of Churchill County Job Titles with Ranges Effective 7/3/17 was provided in the Board packets, together with the District Board Minutes of April 13, 2017 addressing this matter.  Vice Chairman Michael Spencer stated that this item should be put on the next Board Meeting Agenda for May 2018, as it needs to be addressed in a timely manner.
2.  Discussion and possible action regarding the 2018 Aerial Contract with Frey Spray (Jerry Frey) at the rate of $640 per hour.

Trustee Jay Lingenfelter made a motion to accept the 2018 Aerial Contract with Frey Spray (Jerry Frey) at the rate of $640 per hour.  Trustee Sheldon Chipp seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

10. New Business:  
1.  Discussion and possible action regarding contracting with Johnson, Perkins and Griffin, LLC to conduct an appraisal for the 2651 Lovelock Highway (District owned property) for a fee of $3,500.00.

District Manager, Nancy Upham provided the Appraisal Proposal prepared by Johnson, Perkins and Griffin, LLC, for the 31.2-acre parcel of land at 2651 Lovelock Highway owned by the District.  She noted that due to a current demand for property appraisals, it could take 30 to 60 days for the appraisal to be completed.  Trustee Marion Jonte made a motion to 
contract with Johnson, Perkins and Griffin, LLC to conduct the appraisal for the 2651 Lovelock Highway for a fee of $3,500.00.  Trustee Jay Lingenfelter seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
2. Discussion and possible action regarding the 2018/2019 Tentative Budget.

District Manager, Nancy Upham presented the tentative budget to the Board and highlighted areas where the budget was impacted last year due to the significant water events.  The proforma schedules provide some of the numbers used in the budgeting process. District Manager, Nancy Upham, noted that $8,000 in interest money is in the Investment Pool and the Capital Projects Fund is low right now due to new building expenses.
11. District Manager’s Report and Operations Review:
The District Manager gave a brief management report for the month of March 2018.  Since the month of March was somewhat limited for pre-emergent herbicide applications and mosquito control assessments/treatments.  The staff assisted in preparing and moving into the new facility during this last month.  A significant amount of equipment was moved, and a substantial amount of work has been performed by staff and management in cleaning, clearing, and filling cracks in the concrete flooring in the new building showroom.   The staff has been working in pairs in the field with respect to treatment of source areas and are independently assessing areas for larval stages and densities across the valley.  
Management attended the Nevada Vector Control Association meeting in Reno and has been working with the State Veterinary Lab.  The District is continuing to trap live mosquitoes for viral sampling as was conducted last year as well.  
   12.   Board Members Report – None.
13.  Requests for Future Agenda: Address the matter of the District Manager’s merit increase and County pay scale.
14. Expenditures:  
The Expenditures Report for March 2018 was read by Vice Chairman Michael Spencer.  Total Expenditures are $66,258.88.  Trustee Sheldon Chipp made a motion to approve the March 2018 Expenditures Report and Trustee Marion Jonte seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
15.  Public Comment:  
Mr. Tom Riggins presented some questions regarding the District’s accounting system.  District Manager, Nancy Upham explained the District’s accounting system and verified that CPA Lowell Black (the District’s CPA) is following mandatory accounting practices.  The District Manager stated that she will provide an electronic 2017 Fiscal Report for Mr. Riggins; and he agreed that he would appreciate having that report. He also indicated that he was satisfied with the answers received from Nancy Upham regarding his questions.  

Trustee Jay Lingenfelter suggested that the District get the truck fleet budget “up to snuff.”  The District purchased two used Toyota trucks last year; however, he felt that we need to work out a budget for replacement of the older trucks with newer ones.  District Manager, Nancy Upham said she is currently working with Lowell Black to increase the budget (from $30,000 to $50,000) for the Capital Improvements Fund.

Ms. Sandy Weishaupt directed the following questions to District Manager Nancy Upham:  Have you applied for Special Permits?  Nancy responded, “Yes.”  Ms. Weishaupt also asked if Nancy had purchased more CO2 traps?  Nancy’s response was, “Yes, I have.”
James Cork asked why the PERS expenditures according to the March 2018 Expenditures Report was higher than usual.  Nancy explained that it was higher because the month of March had three (3) payroll periods.

Phil Herring asked if the District tested employees for West Nile Virus, as he felt that it would be proactive to do so.  This was briefly discussed by the Board and the public. Ben Shawcroft, Legal Counsel, said that he would check District Policy regarding health testing; the costs involved; insurance issues; and the matter of an employee indicating signs of West Nile Virus sickness prior to specific testing for West Nile Virus.
16.  Adjournment:  Vice Chairman Michael Spencer adjourned the meeting at 6:25 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________

   
SIGNATURE:       

__________________________



DATE
4 | Page

