Churchill County Mosquito Vector and Noxious Weed Abatement District

Board of Trustees

Churchill County, Nevada

7400 Reno Highway
Fallon, NV 89406

Meeting Date  AUGUST 9, 2018

AGENDA

1. Call to Order: Chairwoman, Christy Lattin called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
Present were the following:

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Trustee, Marion Jonte, Jr.

Chairwoman, Christy Lattin
Trustee Jay Lingenfelter
Vice Chairman, Michael Spencer

District Manager, Nancy Upham   

Assistant Manager, Quinn Nuffer 

District Civil Attorney, Benjamin Shawcroft 
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Public Present:  Phil Herring; Sheron Harper; James Cork; Fallon Merbs; and James Upham.
2. Pledge of Allegiance: All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Public Comments:  None.
4. Review and Adoption of Agenda.  District Manager, Nancy Upham, stated that the Agenda was posted according to NRS Statutes.  Chairwoman Christy Lattin made a motion that the Agenda be adopted as is; Trustee Marion Jonte seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

5. Discussion and Approval of Minutes for July 12, 2018 Open Session Board Meeting.  
1. Trustee Michael Spencer  made a motion to approve the July 12, 2018 Open Session Board Meeting Minutes; Trustee Marion Jonte seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.
6. Certificate of Posting.  District Manager, Nancy Upham stated that the posting was done according to NRS Statutes.
7. Correspondence. 
1. July 26, 2018:   Animal Disease Lab Results.

 District Manager Nancy Upham reported that the current mosquito pool lab results were reported as negative. She reviewed with the Board the copy of the Vector Borne Disease Test Form for July 24, 2018. Chairwoman Christy Lattin asked how many samples the District normally sends in to the state lab for testing.  The District Manager said that the average sample consists of thirty (30) mosquitoes to one pool; and commonly there are fifty (50) or less in a pool.  It’s based upon concentration of mosquitoes.
2. July 30, 2018:  Lahontan Conservation District /CCMVNWAD herbicide totals.

District Manager Nancy Upham reported that the District requested reimbursement for noxious weed work performed for the period of July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018, in the  amount of $15,000.00.  Specific work of pre-emergent and post-emergent applications were all completed, and a breakdown of the herbicides purchased and utilized to complete the work were listed in the letter requesting reimbursement.  The District also provided both specific areas of treatment and the process of treatment for pre-emergent and post-emergent applications. The pre-emergent treatments are very expensive; consequently, noxious weed control across most of the valley is done through post-emergent applications.  She noted that the District continues to work with the Lahontan Conservation District in providing small amounts of 2,4-D to property owners.  The District’s  purpose is to educate the public as to how to identify noxious weeds over nuisance weeds and how to perform spraying for noxious weeds both correctly and safely.  This is the District’s public education outreach effort.  A total of 234  gallons of 2,4-D were used in this effort last summer, and 598 gallons of herbicides (1-5 acres + 1 gal) were given to property owners during the current spring and summer months of 2018.  The $15,000 greatly assists the District in performing and managing our current programs, not only with the public but with other local departments as well.  Assistant Manager Quinn Nuffer  said that the noxious weed classes that he teaches each spring and summer are always well attended.  There have been 12 to 14 small  property owners per class in attendance  Small  property owners can go through the program once per year, and the classes are always full.  Board Trustee Jay Lindeman concurred that this is an excellent program and a good deal for Churchill County residents. 
8. Appointments.  None
9. Old Business.
1.  Consideration and possible action RE:  Adoption of Resolution No. 1-2018 declaring that it is in the District’s best interest to sell certain real property located at 2651 Lovelock Highway, Churchill County, Nevada (APN 007-431-15) and establishing the minimum bid.

Legal Counsel, Ben Shawcroft presented information to the Board regarding procedures required relative to selling the above-referenced property.  The appraisal was presented at the last Board Meeting (July 12, 2018).   He recommended that a  Resolution declaring that it is in the District’s best interest to sell the real property located at 2651 Lovelock Highway be drawn up.  He explained different processes that could be followed accordingly.  A discussion followed, and questions were presented by the Board members regarding selling the property at a price greater than the appraised market value of $55,000.  It was also noted that the comparable properties listed in the appraisal were “sand hill” properties rather than good soil property such as the Lovelock Highway parcel.  District Manager Nancy Upham also stated that none of the comparable properties had an “access”, and that the District invested $50,000 into access for this acreage.  This automatically raises the value of the District property.   Attorney Ben Shawcroft was extremely helpful in presenting options and information regarding bids, timeline  s, etc.  His information was very valuable and timely to the Board; consequently options were discussed regarding how to handle the sale of the Lovelock Highway parcel .  Trustee Jay Lingenfelter made a motion to set the price of the property at Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars ($75,000).  Trustee Michael Spencer seconded the motion, and the motion was passed unanimously.
10.   New Business.  None.

11. District Manager’s Report and Operations Review:

District Manager Nancy Upham  reported that the staff has been working on the ground with larvicides during the day and they have been fogging in the evenings. Nancy distributed service reports and spary reports for Board perusal.  On July 20, 2018 Management started trapping adult mosquitoes, and several traps were submitted to the animal disease lab at the  Department of Agriculture in Reno for viral presence.  The second  set of traps that were collected on July 24, 2018 were also submitted.  At the beginning of August 2018, there was a concern that some of the traps were deemed as positive for West Nile virus. When she checked with the State Lab, there were two locations that were considered positive mosquito pools – locations at Macari Lane and the Austin Highway.  The staff was notified, and those areas were  treated with adulticides the next day.  
There was a discussion regarding information recently received from the State Veterinarian pertaining to a disease known as Anaplasmosis. Anaplasmosis is a vector-borne infectious blood disease in cattle caused by a parasite.  It can be transmitted by horseflies and  results in the following symptoms:  fever of the animal, anemia, and jaundice.  District Manager Nancy Upham submitted some samples of local  horseflies for state testing, and is working with the State Veterinarian toward getting more information regarding this matter..  However, Trustee Marion Jonte asked if the Board  and the District are spreading themselves  greater than where we should be relative to our Public Health responsibilities, i.e., mosquitoes.  Trustee Jay Lingenfelter also cautioned that we need to be careful as to how much we get involved with this issue.  He suggested that we “tread lightly”, as our role is mosquitoes.
Nancy Upham distributed copies of the current Service Requests and the follow-up data  from technicians and management.   The Board thanked Judy Vannoy, Administrative Secretary, for providing this data as it  is valuable to them in keeping up on these daily service requests.  
Trustee Michael Spencer commended Technician Sharon Harper on a job well done recently in treating a problem area.

12. Board Members’ Reports.  None.

13.   Requests for Future Agenda Items:  None.
14.   Expenditures:  

The Expenditures Report for July 2018 was read by Chairwoman Christy Lattin.  Trustee Jay Lingenfelter made a motion to approve the July 2018 Expenditure Report in the amount of:

Total Expenditures $91,064.70; Total Payroll $23,161.94 and Total Overall Expenses $114,226.64.  Trustee Michael Spencer seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.
15.   Public Comment:  None
16.  Adjournment:  Chairwoman Christy Lattin adjourned the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
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