Churchill County Mosquito, Vector and Noxious Weed Abatement District

Board of Trustees

Churchill County, Nevada
310 North Broadway Street

Fallon, NV 89406

Meeting Date: October 8, 2015   
AGENDA

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chairman Christy Lattin.  
Present were the following:
Trustee Sheldon E. Chipp

Trustee Marion Jonte, Jr.

Trustee Christy Lattin

Trustee Jay Lingenfelter 

Trustee Mike Spencer

District Manager Nancy Upham

Assistant District Manager Quinn Nuffer

Board Secretary Judy Vannoy
Public present:  None
2. Pledge of Allegiance: All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Public Comment:  None.
4.
Review and Adoption of Agenda:  Trustee Sheldon Chipp made a motion to adopt the Agenda, and Trustee Marion Jonte, Jr. seconded the motion.  The Board voted on the motion, and it passed unanimously to adopt the Agenda as is.
5.  Discussion and Approval of Minutes:  Trustee Sheldon Chipp made a motion to approve the Board Minutes for the September 10, 2015 meeting, and Trustee Mike Spencer seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

6.  Certificate of Posting:  District Manager, Nancy Upham confirmed that the Notice of Public Meeting was posted in accordance with the new NRS statutes. The new regulations include the addresses as to where the Notice of Public Meeting is posted and the time of posting.
7.
Correspondence:  District Manager Nancy Upham reviewed the following correspondence with the Trustees.
1.
September 14, 2015
West Nile Virus 
District Manager, Nancy Upham, stated that this correspondence was received from a resident of Smith Valley.  He stated that he contracted the West Nile Virus; however, at this point there is no confirmation from the State of Nevada addressing, or verifying, that the incident occurred this year.  Nancy Upham will follow up with the State regarding this matter.
2.
September 14, 2015
Arbovirus Bird specimen 
A resident called about a dove that was acting erratic.  District Manager, Nancy Upham, followed up immediately on the report; and when she reached the reported site, the dove was dead.  Consequently, it was sent to the State for testing. The State administered the three standard tests and reported back with negative results. It was noted that this was the first bird to be sent in this year for testing.  Trustee Marion Jonte asked if there was a protocol regarding handling these types of incidents.  Nancy stated that the process consists of bagging the specimen and an oral swab is conducted within twenty-four hours.  A short discussion followed as to past and present protocol and procedures for handling these types of issues.
3.
September 16, 2015
Architect information from District Legal Counsel Benjamin Shawcroft
District Manager Nancy Upham shared a memorandum prepared by District Management addressing the building project and architectural planning.  She stated that any ideas, contacts or questions that the Trustees would like to have considered in this process would be excellent information for discussion at this meeting; however, no formal action will be taken since legal counsel is not present for overseeing this as an action item.  The item of “Architect information from District Legal” will also be discussed under Old Business.  

4.
September 2015    Eastern Nevada Landscape Coalition Newsletter
Nancy Upham commented on the ENLC’s Mission Statement (quoted below):


“The mission of the Eastern Nevada Landscape Coalition is to restore the dynamic, diverse, resilient landscapes of the arid and semi-arid West for present and future generations through education, research, advocacy, partnerships, and the implementation of on-the-ground projects.” 

Nancy Upham also shared some information regarding “noxious weed laws” and commented that this newsletter, which is published four times a year, is a valuable tool for District use.  

8.  Appointments:  None
9.  Old Business:  

1.  Discussion of the building project and architectural planning.  (See September 16, 2015 Memorandum.)  District Manager Nancy Upham reviewed the September 16 Memorandum with the Board.  She stated that she has talked to a few individuals regarding the District’s building project.  In summary, the District needs a professional plan design for any building that is being considered for construction.  The cost of hiring someone to do this professional design plan is based upon a percentage of the overall cost of the building.  It appears that the cost for getting this process started is reasonable, and the District has money set aside for this expense in the Capital Projects Fund. A brief discussion took place regarding the September 16, 2015 Memorandum from Benjamin Shawcroft, Legal Counsel, regarding an architect.  He suggested that a local architect would be able to provide a conceptual design for the general layout of the building: size, facilities, etc.  Once this is accomplished, it would serve as a viable estimate of what the costs will be.  From there, the District will be able to formulate a budget plan for financing.  Subsequently, the District may advertise for bids for the project that will provide a full design plan and construction costs. Two local architects were mentioned in the Memorandum.  Several Board members remarked that Bob Getto would be their architect of choice.  

District Manager, Nancy Upham, noted that any ideas or contacts that the Trustees would like to have considered in this process would be of value, and the matter is open for discussion.  She stated that no formal action would be taken at tonight’s meeting, as attorney Shawcroft is not present to oversee this as an action item.


Nancy stated that Management was recently contacted by Dan Fagundes, an adjacent property owner to our parcel, regarding an easement issue.  Before any easement changes are made, Attorney Shawcroft recommended that Management should get any and all necessary paperwork referring to this easement, i.e., “Deeds of Sale” and/or Quitclaim Deeds,” etc.

2.  Discussion of Cooperative Agreements with Churchill County residents.  The Cooperative Agreements initially made with property owners were for the purpose of educating property owners with noxious weed infestations and subsequent treatments. 
District Manager Nancy Upham noted that the District has entered into a handful of Cooperative Agreements with property owners in the last few years regarding treatment of noxious weeds.  She summarized that, as discussed earlier, noxious weed infestation treatments are the property owners’ responsibility, as well as follow-up relative to non-action on the part of the property owners.  The District has discussed this matter with the County Commissioners; however, Churchill County is not set up to take action against property owners nor did they want to take steps (as in Douglas County) relative to levying a tax increase or enforcing noxious weed charges.   The District has worked with property owners in the area of identification and consultation regarding best options for treatment.  At the September Board Meeting the matter of “Cooperative Agreements” was discussed.    It was also discussed how many treatments the District should provide for property owners who entered into a Cooperative Agreement.  In discussion with property owner contacts, it seems fair to do one or two treatments, whereas the owner(s) will see the value of treating the weeds as opposed to inaction on their respective part.  Property owners need to have a clear understanding as to whether they should hire out the work to a professional or do the work themselves.  This would allow them to assess the overall costs for a two-year effort concerning treatment of weeds on their property.  Management would like to add language to the Agreements made this year, and in the future as well, for clarification of limitations.
A lengthy discussion followed.  Trustee Marion Jonte suggested that the District might want to GPS the concerned areas to determine the size, and then calculate chemical application costs accordingly.  He stated that this should be done at the District Manager’s discretion.

New Business:  None.
11.
District Manager’s Report and Operations Review:
The District Manager, Nancy Upham, presented the Management Report and Operations Review for the month of September 2015.  There was a brief discussion regarding the growth west of the Lovelock river area and the river corridor.  The District plans on accomplishing more river work this fall.  Trustee Marion Jonte asked about mowing rigs for the District.  A short discussion ensued.
12.  Board Members’ Report:  
Trustee Marion Jonte reported that he met with a representative from Southwest Gas regarding the requirements for running a gas line to the new property.  There are presently no Southwest gas lines for this property, and it would be a “half-mile run” to hook into an existing line.  The cost to do this would be approximately One Hundred Five Thousand Dollars ($105,000.00) plus a Thirty-five (35%) percent federal tax.  
Assistant District Manager, Quinn Nuffer noted that Management has discussed the possibility of seeking a grant for solar energy for the new building.
13. Updates from Staff or Board Members:   None.
14.  Any Requests for Future Agenda items:  
1.
Chairman Christy Lattin requested that District Management give an overview of the work done by District employees at the Nevada Livestock Marketing operation (formerly Gallagher’s Livestock Auction.)  She is also concerned about the delivery ditch parallel to Allen Road and the Trees of Heaven infestation there.
2.
District Manager, Nancy Upham also noted that Hal Newman will be put on the agenda for the next meeting, as he wants to do a presentation regarding water and water quality issues at the District’s future building site.

15.  Expenditures:  
The September 2015 Monthly Expenditure Report will be presented at the November 12, 2015 Board Meeting, since it was inadvertently omitted from the Trustees’ October board packets.  

16.  Public Comment:  No public comments.  
17.  Adjournment: Chairman Christy adjourned the meeting at 6:37 p.m.
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